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tent to wrest the mastery of the seas from Spain. It
was this endless pursuit of the galleons of Spain (a
consequence of the rivalry which set at each others'
throats the Catholic Spain of Philip II and the
Protestant England of Elizabeth) that gave to the
English the idea of colonizing at least a part of the
American continent. Quebec had been founded twelve
years when the first British settlers landed from the
Mayflower at a spot to which they gave the name of
New Plymouth. Their coming marked the beginning
of another epic and the birth of that New England
which was, one day, to become the United States of
America.

Separated at this period by vast lonely spaces of
land which only roving bands of Indians traversed,
the English on the Atlantic and the French on the St.
Lawrence had no need to complain of a proximity close
enough to hamper the expansion of either one. But
soon, recalling the explorations of the Cabots, James I
laid formal claim to Acadia. The claims of the French,
based on the establishment of Port Royal, were not
admitted by the English until the Treaty of Breda in
1667, and even then, not for very long. The English
were quick to seize upon the importance of the fur
trade. They speedily became more numerous than the
French on the St. Lawrence; and they were less widely
dispersed, since they were slow to leave the Atlantic
seaboard, and did not settle beyond the line of the
Alleghanies or Appalachians. They were, too, better
provided with material goods and were endowed with
institutions which gave a freer rein to local initiative.
They wished to secure for themselves the monopoly of
the trade in beaver skins by attracting the Indians to